
Commissioners 

It might be helpful to understand the current economic status of Victoria County. I would like to provide 

current data that shows the situation now, t he recent past and to conclude futu re growth. The data I am 

providing comes from the Real Estate Research Center at Texas A&M, the City of Victoria and recent 

articles from the Victoria Advocate. 

The research center is widely respected and relied on by t hose gathering information on Texas markets. 

The data provided shows that Victoria County has been in a no growth rut since 2016. The population 

numbers are flat and the work force declining. This is not a formula for a healthy community. 

I have included new residential building permit information from the City of Victoria as an indicator of 

growth. The numbers include all new single-fami ly homes including; speculative, custom, habitat for 

humanity and others. They do not include; multi-family or manufactured housing. They also do not 

include housing starts outside the city limits, as there are no permits to t ract. 

Please consider what happens to a community as it declines. It is not a pretty picture as the community 

begins to struggle with critical infrastructure. The job growth we see is concent rated in reta il, restaurant, 

and governmenta l sectors. These jobs will not sustain the community. We need the industrial tax base to 

expand with higher paying jobs that fo llow. Use of the deep, high sa lt content water is one way to 

accomplish this. 

We are also in need of more electricity. The demand for power across the state and in the coastal region 

is increasing. The Port's Blue Energy project can help w ill help to meet t he demand locally. 

Thank you for your consideration 

)!? ~~~ 1-----
Lee Swearingen 
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•. Texas Real Estate Research Center 
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Population. 

QUICK LINKS 

Press ENTER to sort. Press Soace to toaale all rows selection (unchecked). Press ALT DOWN to open column menu 

) 
Geo Name Date .I, Population Population Chg 

Population Births DcnthsYoV% YaY"/4 r. 

I Create your custom filter- Apply "§ Builder 

Victoria, TX 2024 91,949 193 0.21% 1,262 3.405% 

Victoria, TX 2023 91,756 628 0.689% 1,265 -6.968% 

Victoria, TX 2022 91,128 211 0,232% 1,268 -1.163% 7 

Victoria, TX 2021 90,917 -398 -0.436% 1,167 381.897% 7 

Victoria, TX 2020 91,315 -706 -0.767% 282 -71.947% 0 

Victoria, TX 2019 92,021 192 0.209% 1,211 2.099% 2 

Victoria, TX 2018 91,829 -182 -0.198% 1,162 -3.226% 

11 
Victoria, TX 2017 92,011 -412 -0.446% 1,243 1.578% 

j Victoria, TX 2016 92,423 293 0.318% 1,356 2A88% 

Victoria, TX 2015 92,130 1,093 1.201% 1,352 4,145% 

Victoria, TX 2014 91.,037 962 1.068% 1,302 -1.026% 9 

Victoria, TX 2013 90,075 951 1.067% 1,298 -3.822% 3 

Victoria, TX 2012 89,124 1,564 1.786% 1,294 13.427% 7• 

Victoria, TX 2011 87,560 767 0.884% 1,254 414.389% 81 

Victoria, TX 2010 86,793 158 0.182% 313 -81.589% 2 

Victoria, TX 2009 86,635 873 1.018% 1,380 3.001% 
.. . . . .. 

Victoria, TX 2008 85,762 501 0.588% 1,450 -1346% 

Victoria, TX 2007 85,261 733 0.867% 1,413 -3.255% 1 
... 

Victoria, TX 2006 84,528 75 0.089% 1,390 7.263% 

Virlnrfa TI( ,nni; RdAt;-=t -1ni; -O-=lH% 1-=t,i; -llli'ifi~ 
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Victoria, TX 2004 84,718 44 0.052% 1,352 4.499% 1 

Victoria, TX 2003 84,674 101 0.119% 1,351 0% 1 

Vf ctoria, TX 2002 84,573 82 0.097% 1,365 1.026% 

:i Victoria, TX 2001 84,491 403 0.479% 1,373 0% 

Victoria, TX 2000 84,088 104 D.124% 0 0% 0 

Victoria, TX 1999 83,984 658 0.79% 1,304 5.965% 8 

Victoria, TX 1998 83,326 1,246 1.518% 1,352 -2.896% 11-

Victoria, TX 1997 82,080 507 0.622% 1,272 -3.245% 

Victoria, TX 1996 81,573 927 1.149% 1,312 16.695% 

Victoria, TX 1995 80,646 672 0.84% 1,304 -5.529% 9 

Victoria, TX 1994 79,974 1,334 1.696% 1,270 7.895% 11 

Victoria, TX 1993 78,640 1,288 1.665% 1,309 0.529% 9 

Victoria, TX 1992 77,352 1,532 2.021% 1,342 1.069% 6 

Victoria, TX 1991 75,820 1,459 1.962% 1,257 27.5% 3 

victorla, TX 1990 74,361 796 1.082% 999 -22.262% 0 

Victoria, TX 1989 73,565 -729 -0.981% 1,344 6.391% 0 

Victoria, TX 1988 74,294 -954 -1.268% 1,308 1.916% 0 

Victoria, TX 1987 75,248 -1,312 -1.714% 1,353 -4.918% 0 

Victoria, TX 1986 76,560 685 0,903% 1,466 3.39% 0 

Victoria, TX 1985 75,875 391 0,518% 1,503 6.627% 0 

Victoria, TX 1984 75,484 448 0,597% 1,525 -4.962% 0 

Victoria, TX 1983 75,036 858 1.157% 1,609 -2.783% 0 

Victoria, TX 1982 74,178 2,724 3.812% 1,610 0% 0 

Victoria, TX 1981 71,454 2,647 3.847% 0 0% 0 

Victoria, TX 1980 68,807 2,107 3.1S9% 0 0% 0 

Victoria, TX 1979 66,700 2,700 4.219% 0 0% 0 

Victoria, 1X 1978 64,000 2,200 3.56% 0 0% 0 

Victoria. TX 19TT 61,800 1,200 1.98% 0 0% 0 

Victoria, TX 1976 60,600 1,400 2.365% 0 0% 0 

Victoria, TX 1975 59,200 1,700 2.957% 0 0% 0 

PageSize:~ 1 to50of55 I< < Page 1 of2 > >I 
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J Units: 1 Unit 

Victoria, TX 1983: ~~s An:nual 2004 138 113,133 8 144 

~ Victoria, TX Annual 2003 117 109,636 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 2002 212 94,602 0 0 0 

J 
Victoria, TX Annual 2001 144 99,246 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 2000 167 109,793 0 0 

01 Victoria, TX Annual 1999 196 108,023 0 0 

J Victoria, TX Annual 1998 212 92,641 0 0 , Victoria, TX Annual 1997 189 78,418 12 160 

Victoria, TX Annual 1996 160 80,637 10 

~ Victoria, TX Annual 1995 172 89,445 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 1994 202 103,973 0 0 

j Victoria, TX Annual 1993 185 107,564 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 1992 161 112,040 0 0 1 
Victoria, TX Annual 1991 129 120,626 0 0 

J Victoria, TX Annual 1990 107 108,792 0 0 
I 

Victoria, TX Annual 1989 112 106,532 5 j Victoria, TX Annual 1988 63 104,978 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 1987 76 83,981 0 0 Q 

Victoria, TX Annual 1986 175 81,415 0 0 
I 

l 
Victoria, TX Annual 1985 251 79,573 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 1984 223 77,070 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 1983 415 66,277 0 0 

1' Victoria, TX Annual 1982 439 59,434 5 36 

Victoria, TX Annual 1981 508 57,076 103 984 ~ 

Victoria, TX Annual 1980 420 47,829 0 0 C 

P!!geSize:~ 1 to45 of45 I< < Page 1 of 1 > >I 
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•. Texas Real Estate Research Center 
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QUICK LINKS 

Press ENTER to sort. Press S1>ace to to1u1le all rows seledlon (unchecked). Pll!SS ALT DOWN to oi:,en column menu 

Area'fype State Neme Area Name Frequency Period Date "-' Leber Force NSA • laborFoj 

I Create your custom filter,_ Apply ·s Builder 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Feb 2026 42,162 0.29% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jan 2026 42,120 0.69% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Dec 2025 42,206 1.12% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Nov 2025 42,436 1.91% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Oct2025 0 0% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Sep2025 42,285 0.92% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Aug2025 42,196 0,72% 
... ---· .. 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jul 2025 42,207 0.7% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jun 2025 42,097 0.01% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly May2025 41,977 0.56% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Apr202S 42,094 0.71% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Mar202S 41,997 0.53% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Feb 2025 42,042 0.12% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jan 2025 41,833 0.35% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Dec2024 41,738 0,39% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Nov2024 41,642 -0.3% 

County Texas Vlctorla Monthly Oct2024 41,728 0.54% 

• County Texas Victoria Monthly Sep 2024 41,901 0.32% 
... ......... 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Aug 2024 41,893 0,03% 
" .... ..... . .... - ... . .. --··· ... , .. .. . ....... - . .. ......... . 

,nuntv TP)(Jlo; Vlrtnrla Mnnthl11 l111 ?n?d .d1qn -07R9'. 
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County Texas Victoria Monthly Jun 2024 42,094 -0,15% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly May2024 41,744 0,24% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Apr2024 41,799 0.35% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Mar2024 41,774 -0.31% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Feb 2024 41,990 0.41% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jan 2024 41,688 1.02% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Oec2023 41,575 -0.01% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Nov2023 41,767 0.62% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Oct 2023 41,504 -0.06% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Sep 2023 41,769 0.09% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Aug2023 41,881 1.18% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jul 2023 42,243 2.08% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jun 2023 42,158 128% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly May2023 41,642 0.38% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Apr2023 41,653 -0,37% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Mar2023 41,905 -0.3% 

county Texas Victoria Monthly Feb 2023 41,819 -OM% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jan 2023 41,268 -1.36% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Dec2022 41,581 -0.45% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Nov2022 41,509 -0.7% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Oct2022 41,529 0.05% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Sep2022 41,732 -0.37% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Aug2022 41,393 0.09% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jul 2022 41,382 -0.08% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jun 2022 41,624 0.4% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly May2022 41,485 0.69% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Apr2022 41,806 1.17% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Mar2022 42,031 0.66% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Feb 2022 42,00S 0.18% 

County Texas Victoria Monthly Jan 2022 41,836 0,16% 

.. e,· 
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Units: 1 Unit 
~ TECASAloM UNIVEIISl'IY • a. Texa~ R'9&1s~ Re~earch center 
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QUICKUNKS 

Press Snace to to1ulle all rows selectlon tunchecf<edl, Press ALT DOWN to ollen column menu 

Geo Name Frequency Da1e .I, Untu: 1 Unit 
Avg Unit Value: Bulldfngs: 5+ 

Units: 5+ Units ~ 
1 Unit{$) Units !· 

I Create your aJStom filter ... Apply "§ Builder 

Victoria, TX Annual 2024 33 286,958 0 0 

J Victoria, TX Annual 2023 54 271,522 0 0 

j Vlctoria, TX Annual 2022 202 251,598 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 2021 181 239,244 8 168 1• 

-1 
Victoria, TX Annual 2020 132 233,129 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 2019 141 237A57 0 0 , 
Victoria, TX Annual 2018 70 211,664 0 0 

J Victoria, TX Annual 2017 57 163,495 0 0 

1 Victoria, TX Annual 2016 62 206,205 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 201S 136 152,896 0 0 0 

-r Victoria, TX Annual 2014 163 166,312 2S 604 

l Victoria, TX Annual 2013 122 165,588 18 340 

Victoria, TX Annual 2012 111 181,634 3 26 

Victoria, TX Annual 2011 178,107 0 0 83 , 
Victoria, TX Annual 2010 47 155,424 0 0 0 

Victoria, TX Annual 2009 46 155,115 0 0 ( 

Victoria, TX Annual 2008 59 156,233 0 0 C 

Victoria, TX Annual 2007 103 151,088 0 0 I 

Victoria, TX Annual 2006 143 141,673 0 0 ( 

VlrtnriR TI( Annual :>nnr.; 1:>:t 1'1.&11 n n ( 
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REAL ESTATE. 

Vi.ctoria-home -prices ,~mse 11eariy .401/o over dec_ade, study finds 
ADVOCATE STAFF 

Home prices in Victoria 
:ti.ave climbed nearly 40% over 
the past decade, mirroring 
a nationwide affordability 
crunch that has seen housing 
costs rise faster than incomes. 
according to a new analysis 
from Construction Coverage. 

The report found that the 
median home price in Victoria 

• increased by $59,468 between 
2016 and 2026, rising from 
$154,367 to $213,835. That rep~ 
resents a 38.5% increase over• 
lOyears. 

By comparison, median 
household mcome• in Victoria 
rose 43.8% during roughly the 
same period·. reaching $67,226 
in 2024, according to U.S. Cen­
sus l:}ureau data analyzed in 
the study. 

Researchers said the find­
ings show that while wa.ge 
growth in Victoria has re­
mained relatively strong • 
compared to national 1.-rends, 
housing affordability pres­
sures continue to affec;t buy­
ers across the country. 

Nationwide, home values 
surged 81.3% over the past de-

cad.e, while median household 
incoD;le increased 51 %, accord­
ing to the report 

The analysis used data .f:r0m 
Zillow's Home Value • JJ1dex 
and the U.S. Census Bureau to 

• exan':line hous:b.1g price growth 
in nearly 700 cities and all 50 
states. . 

Victoria ranked 498th 
among small U.S. cities for 
percentage home price growth 
and 666tl1 over.all among the 
691 cities included in the sludy. 

The· report noted that ala 
though tl1e housing market 
has cooled compared to the 

rapid growth seen clxui.ng the 
COVID-19 pandemic, afford­
ability challenges remain due 
to elevated mortgage rates and 
inflation. 

Researchers . found that 
home pdr:e growth after the 
2020 "recession reached un- • 
precedented levels, with na­
tional home values climbing 
40% in just over 1.wo years 
before stabilizing closer to his­
torical norms. 

States in the Mountain West 
and New England experienced 
the sharpest increases over 
the last decade. Idaho led tile 

nation with a 137% increase 
in median home prices ··since 
2016, tallowed by New Ramp-

: shire at 114% and Maine at 
lJ.0.8%. 

• Florida cities saw some of 
the most dramatic increas­
es nationally. In Pine Rills, 
Florida, m:edian home prices 
jlUnped from about $95,000 in 
2016 to nearly $273,000 in 202&, 
an increase or 188%: • 

Meanwhile, • .Louisiana, 
North Dakota and Alasli:a re­
corded the slowes~ home pric: 
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